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Lesson 3: The Button Shop
 Getting Started

In today's chapters, changes begin to occur within the country, and everyone is 
nervous. The characters are forced to make very tough decisions based on the 
circumstances in which they find themselves.
Stuff You Need

"Editing Symbols"
"Propaganda Posters (Page 1)"
"Propaganda Posters (Page 2)"

Number the Stars by Louis LowryP journalP
markersP posterboardP
rulerP

Ideas to Think About

l How do leaders use their power to persuade and inspire others in 
different ways?

Things to Know

l Propaganda  is a form of communication that attempts to influence the 
attitudes of a community toward a cause or way of thinking.

l Know the editing symbols for add a period, close the space, delete, space 
needed, and transpose elements.

Reading and Questions

Read Chapters 3 and 4. Today your role when reading is to be a wordsmith. As a 
wordsmith, your job is to locate a few special sections of the text that you think are 
worth reading aloud. The idea is to identify sections that will help you remember 
some interesting, powerful, funny, puzzling, or important sections of the book. You 
decide which passages or paragraphs are worth hearing. Mark the sections in the 
book with a pencil so you will remember which ones you want to read. Then you 
can read the passages aloud to a parent and then discuss them.

Activities

Activity 1: Proofreading Marks, Part II
Yesterday you practiced four proofreading symbols, and today you will practice 
working with five new symbols. The symbols you will use for this activity include add 
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a period, delete, transpose elements, add a space, and close the space. 

Add a period:  you left a period out 
Delete:  you need take out a word or punctuation mark 
Transpose elements:  words and/or punctuation marks need to switch positions in 
the sentence 
Space needed:  add a space between words or sentences 
Close the space:  you have a space that is not needed

Editing Symbols

The "Editing Symbols" page contains two paragraphs. You will copy the first 
paragraph in your journal using the editing symbols to help you make the 
necessary corrections. In the second paragraph, you will use a the 5 editing 
symbols you learned today to show where corrections are needed.

Activity 2: Propaganda Posters
Propaganda is a form of communication that attempts to influence the attitudes of a 
community toward a cause or way of thinking.
On the "Propaganda Posters" pages, analyze some of the propaganda posters Hitler 
used to turn the people against the Jewish population and to try to convince them 
to follow his leadership. Look carefully at each poster. Pay attention to the 
techniques used and the message each poster is presenting. Also included are two 
propaganda posters that could be found in America during this time period. 

In a sentence, attempt to summarize the message each poster is trying to convey. 

Next, design a propaganda poster that could have been found in the United States 
and used to sway people's attitudes against Hitler and the German occupation or 
one that could convince citizens to support the war efforts. Cut a posterboard in 
half and use one half for your poster. Decide the message you want to convey and 
the images and text you will use to communicate the message. Remember that you 
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are trying to influence people's attitudes, not just provide information.

Wrapping Up

Review the editing symbols you used today. Hang your poster up somewhere in the 
house and explain it to your family.
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